THE RUTH BANCROFT GARDEN ANNUAL DINNER – 2010

SILENT AUCTION

Item # 1:  A Lazy Sunday Morning from Peet’s
Enjoy some great coffee and a little treat on your next relaxing Sunday morning. Basket includes a gift certificate for 1 lb Peet’s coffee, 2 Peet’s coffee mugs and biscotti.
Donated by Peet’s Coffee and Bud and Jane Rotermund
Value:  $50 
Item # 2:  Party-in-a-Basket
All the little details for a great party – a potpourri of gourmet goodies from Harry & David and Pedrick Produce (wonderful almonds), Penzey spices, cocktail napkins, party pics, coasters, and a bottle of champagne.
Also includes a gift certificate for one “Overnight Lawn Greeting” with your choice of lawn ornaments (e.g., 20 hearts, smiley faces, etc.) and personalized greeting sign by “Greetings by the Yard.”
Donated by Bud and Jane Rotermund

Value:  $200 
Item #3a:  Coffee To Go, Please!
1 lb Starbucks coffee
Starbucks mug
Trail Mix
2 No-Spill Stainless Mugs

Donated by Starbuck’s Coffee and Bud and Jane Rotermund  

Value:  $85

Item #3b:  Caffeine Fix for Two
Two unique coffee mugs and 1 lb Starbucks coffee
Donated by Starbucks and Bud and Jane Rotermund

Value:  $35

Item #4: Relax and Refresh

Create your own home spa with goodies from the Sonoma Lavender Company.  This half wine barrel contains a plush spa robe, sachets filled with eucalyptus and lavender, soaps, lotion, neck pillow and more.
Donated by Patti Paulson & Pat Matthews

Value:  $150

 Item #5:  Margarita Madness
Take a bottle of Patron Silver tequila and 6 glasses, mix with friends and start the party!  Of course, chips and salsa are included, all in a basket to carry it home.

Donated by Patti Paulson & Pat Matthews

Value:  $100

Item #6:  Trade up to Trader Joe’s 
Stock up your pantry with a bag of groceries from Trader Joe’s

Donated by Trader Joe’s

Value:  $35

Item #7:  Fun on the Run – Picnic Back Pack

Pack up your picnic and head down the trail.  Includes two bottles of wine and picnic supplies.

Donated by Jim Mills, Billie Hopper and David Mitchell

Value:  $52

Item #8: Treats for Your Feathered Friends!

Make your garden a happy haven for the birds.  They will enjoy this beautiful glass birdbath and you can buy them other goodies with the $25 gift certificate from East Bay Nature.

Donated by Billie Hopper and East Bay Nature

Value:  $65

Item #9:  Dinner for Two at Nibblers Restaurant

Enjoy a multi-course tasting menu and accompanying wine pairings prepared by Chef Daniel Clayton at the delightful Nibblers Restaurant in Pleasant Hill.

Donated by Nibblers Restaurant

Value:  $150

Item #10:  Yard Art You’ll Love – Beautiful Glass Garden Spiral


Add some drama to your garden with this hand-blown glass garden spiral and stake.

Donated by Kitchen Table

Value:  $200

Item #11:  FORE! Diablo Country Club Golf

Enjoy a round of golf for 4 at the beautiful and exclusive Diablo Country Club.  Must be used Tuesday or Thursday after 12:30 p.m.

Donated by Diablo Country Club

Value:  $600

Item #12:  FORE! Boundary Oak Golf


Complimentary round of golf for 4 people with power cart. Good anytime Monday – Friday and after 12:00 p.m. on Weekends and Holidays.  Cannot be used with tournament play.  

Expires August 10, 2011.

Donated by Boundary Oak Golf Course

Value:  $179

Item # 13: Semi-Private Golf Lesson with PGA Golf Professional Dave DeLong
Dave was a PGA tour player, and has been a professional golf instructor for almost 30 years. He has been the Director of Golf Instruction for Boundary Oak for the last 13 years. You and a friend can take a first lesson, or work out that nagging swing problem together with Dave. 

Value: One Hour Instruction - $100
Item #14:  A Night on the Town for Two
Have a wonderful evening with 2 tickets to the Lesher Center Repertory Company’s performance of “She Loves Me” which runs from September 2 – October 10, 2010.  Includes a $50 gift certificate for Lark Creek Café.
Donated by The Lesher Center and Lark Creek Café.

Value:  $140

Item #15:  FORE! Golf at Bridges


Enjoy the challenge of Bridges Golf Course - Two rounds of golf with cart and small bucket of range balls.  Must be used by the end of 2010.

Donated by Jane and Bud Rotermund

Value:  $180

Item #16a:  Exotic Charm – Orchid Planter

Enjoy the long-lasting beauty and elegance of an orchid in your home.

Donated by Gretchen Bartzen

Value:  $50

Item #16b:  Natural Beauty – Orchid Planter

Enjoy the long-lasting beauty and elegance of an orchid in your home.

Donated by Gretchen Bartzen

Value:  $50

Item #17:  Safety First!

Upgrade the safety in your car and home with the following:

· Automobile back-up camera

· Carbon Monoxide Alarm

· 3-pack of household smoke alarms

Donated by Lu and Marilyn Hughes

Value:  $219

Item #18:  Handcrafted Doll House


Give that special young person in your life – or your favorite collector – a very special handmade dollhouse.

Donated by Dr. John Knowles


Value:  $425

Item #19:  “Regina’s Table at Twin Oaks” Cookbook – Now You’re Cookin’!
Enjoy some bona fide Southern cookin’ without leaving home.  This cookbook is signed by renowned Mississippi chef, Regina Charbonneau, who started the San Francisco restaurants Regina’s at the Regis Hotel and Biscuits and Blues.  It contains many special occasion menus and is beautifully illustrated.

Donated by Mary Lou Williams

Value:  $40

Item # 20:  Bancroft Farm Fruit Labels – A Little Piece of Local History
These historic fruit crate labels date back to the time the Bancroft family was an important fruit producer in California.  The vintage graphics are beautiful and these original labels have been signed by Ruth Bancroft.  Eight labels are available.

Donated by Dick and Sally Ingraham

Value: $40 each

Item #21:  Gear Up!


Update your athletic gear or apparel with this $75 gift certificate to Sports Basement.

Donated by Sports Basement

Value: $75

Item #22:  Chill Out
Enjoy a soothing  60-minute therapeutic massage with Jade Luczynski, owner of Sacred Circles Healing Arts.  Conveniently located at 2910 Camino Diablo in Walnut Creek, call Jade to schedule your massage.  Billie Hopper and David Mitchell would be happy to attest to the excellence of her skills!

Donated by Jade Luczynski

Value: $80

Item #23:  Shape Up and Love It!

Experience ABsolute Center, a Pilates, Yoga and fitness training studio in Lafayette.  This item includes a 10-class fitness package to use toward the center’s fun and fabulous fitness classes and a Beinjoy exercise mat.

Donated by ABsolute Center

Value: $222

Item # 24:  Give Your Garden “Flower Power”

Kristin Yanker-Hansen of Kristin’s Garden will come to your home and evaluate your soil, light, and dreams for your garden and help you figure out how to improve them. Kristin specializes in Flower gardens, but is most interested in getting you outside to enjoy and use your garden. Her knowledge of plants extends to vegetables and fruit, as well as hardscape and watering.
Donated by Kristin’s Garden

Value: $200

Item # 25:  Va de Vi Cookbook – Buono Appetito!
Sign up for a Va de Vi cookbook and enjoy some global small plates cooking at home.  Great for a change of pace for dinner, the cookbook also has lots of good ideas for parties.  Twenty cookbooks available.

Donated by Va de Vi

Value: $30 each

Item #26: Case of Misto di Carneros – Unique Italian Varietals Blend
Enjoy a blend of estate grown Italian varietals – Nebbiolo, Sangiovese and Montepulciano grapes.  This may be the first ever meritage containing this varietal combination.  This wine is a product of the Las Brisas Vineyard at Mahoney Vineyards, Napa Valley.

Donated by Francis and Kathy Mahoney, Mahoney Vineyards

Value: $156


Item #27:  Bread, Wine, and Thou 
This is just the right thing for a romantic picnic with your ‘main squeeze’. Whether you prefer the classic poems of Emily Dickinson or you are a child of the sixties and remember the romantic prose of Rod McKuen, you can pour a glass of wine and settle under a big tree and express your love through poetry.  Includes a lovely old style picnic basket filled with plates, utensils, wine pull and wine glasses, red check cloth, two bottles of wine, pate’ and crackers, $25.00 gift card from A.G. Ferrari Foods, book of poems by Emily Dickinson, book of love poems by Rod McKuen.  Enjoy a little pate’ or a few nibblies from A.G. Ferrari Foods with another glass of wine and end the day with . . .
Donated by Greg and Bonnie Randall
Value: $300

Item # 28a:  Big Red(s)
Enjoy this selection of two Cabernet Sauvignons from Canoe Ridge and two Petit Syrahs from Powder Keg.

Donated by Jim Mills

Value:  $90

Item # 28b:  Pinot Pair
Two beautiful California Pinots – Testarossa Palazzio and Donovan Parke

Donated by Donna Coit and Jim Mills

Value:  $50

Item #28c:  Cabernet Sauvignon Duo

Enjoy these two Cabernet Sauvignons from the Napa Valley – Beringer Vineyards and Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars Artemis.

Donated by Gretchen Bartzen

Value:  $116

Item # 29:  Chardonnay Collection
Have a wine tasting party with these 6 bottles of Chardonnay from Castle Rock, Tower Brook, and Fritz.

Donated by Gail Giffen and Patti Paulson

Value:  $104

Item #30:  Schug Carneros Sampler
Enjoy these fine wines from Schug, 2 bottles of Carneros Pinot Noir and 2 bottles of Carneros Chardonnay.

Donated by Patti Paulson and Gail Giffen

Value:  $146

Item #31:  Gundlach Bundschu Threesome

A wonderful introduction to Gundlach Bundschu wines, one bottle each of Sonoma Estate vineyard: Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon, and Merlot.
Donated by Gretchen Bartzen and David Mitchell

Value:  $90
Item #32:  Giclee by Patti Osborne

Giclee of original watercolor painting “The Orchestra”
Donated by Geraldine and Lyles Pember

Value:  $250

Item #33a:  Giclee by Janis Porter

Beautiful landscape giclee by Mendocino artist and teacher Janis Porter, who was recognized by the National Endowment for the Arts for her excellence and innovation in art instruction.

Donated by Janis Porter

Value: $400

Item #33b:  Giclee by Janis Porter

Beautiful landscape giclee by Mendocino artist and teacher Janis Porter, who was recognized by the National Endowment for the Arts for her excellence and innovation in art instruction.

Donated by Janis Porter

Value: $400

Item #34a:  Oil Painting by Ruth Hussey
Framed original oil painting, 9 x 11 – nude. “Afternoon Repose” 

Donated by Ruth Hussey

Value:  $275

Item #34b:  Pastel by Ruth Hussey

Framed original pastel painting, “Bancroft Shed” 

Donated by Ruth Hussey

Value $350

Item #35:  Painting by JoAnn Hanna


Original Bancroft Garden Iris painting by JoAnn Hanna.

Donated by JoAnn Hanna

Value:  $800

Item #36:  Print by Ann Fallon

“Grandest Ladies at the Easter Parade” - three little girls in pink and white.

Donated by Lyles and Geraldine Pember

Value:  $200

Item #37: Handcrafted Necklace by Kathy Bancroft Hidalgo

This original necklace is hand netted in tiny seed beads of green, yellow and copper hues to compliment the removable art glass drop.

Donated by Kathy Bancroft Hidalgo

Value:  $100

Item #38:  Etching by Maj-Britt Hilstrom
Original etching, Title: “Bearded Iris”, edition Variee, #3 of 11, 2010, Framed 20” x 16”

Donated by Maj-Britt Hilstrom

Value:  $300

Item #39:  Ceramic Sculpture by Flavia Krasilchik
Clay sculpture – cone 10 – Fish, Title: BESAME MUCHO

Donated by Flavia Krasilchik

Value:  $180

Item #40:  Mixed-Media Sculpture by Tim Burt
POND, a conceptual rendering of a swan in steel with geode.

Donated by Tim Burt

Value:  $450

Item #41: Giclee by Ruth L. Beeve

Giclee of original watercolor, “River of Light” 15 x 21

Donated by Ruth L. Beeve

Value:  $270

Item #42:  Hand-Turned Carob Wood Bowl by David Morris 
Artistic bowl created from Modesto, California Carob wood.  Eleven and a half inches in diameter and 5 inches tall with natural bark edge.

Donated by David Morris

Value:  $240

Item #43: Handcrafted Valley Oak Bowl by Bill Tarleton

This handcrafted lovely and decorative Valley Oak bowl still has the bark attached for a natural edge.  It is finished with a clear, food-safe finish and can be used for serving crackers, chips, nuts, etc.

Donated by Bill Tarleton

Value:  $150

Item #44: Handcrafted Necklace by Kathy Bancroft Hildago

This reversible necklace is beaded by hand and designed by Kathy Bancroft Hidalgo.  It features Czech beads and an art glass pendant. 

Donated by Kathy Bancroft Hidalgo 

Value:  $200

Item #45:  Pearl and Black Bead Necklace and Earring Set

Donated by Geraldine Pember

Value:  $150

Item #46: Sweetheart’s Delight – Tiffany Necklace

Adorn your sweetheart with this sterling silver Trefoil Key Pendant on a 30” oval linked chain.  Exclusive to Tiffany.

Donated by Tiffany and Co.

Value:  $255

Item #47:  Trio of Original Agave Pots by Bryan Higgins

Add some artistic flair to your garden with these unique pots by artist Bryan Higgins. Plant arrangements by Yoko Light.

Donated by Billie Hopper and Yoko Light

Value:  $200

Item #48: Historic Healdsburg Holiday
One-night stay in a deluxe king room at the Hotel Healdsburg plus a Chef’s Tasting Menu dinner for two at Dry Creek Kitchen inside the hotel. Also enjoy a special tour of the fascinating Hand Fan Museum with Founder Pamela Sher.

Donated by the Hotel Healdsburg and Hand Fan Museum

Value:  $548 plus Hand Fan Museum

Item #49:  Coastal Retreat
Enjoy two nights for two adults on the beautiful north coast in the Casa del Mar Guesthouse and a one-year household membership to the Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens.

Donated by Mike & Ruth Dell’Ara and the Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens

Value:  $360

Item #50:  Mendocino Magic 

Enjoy two nights for two adults in the fully furnished one-bedroom Greenberg Guesthouse just south of the town of Mendocino.  Also included are two tickets to visit Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens.

Donated by Chuck Greenberg and Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens

Value:  $320

Item #51:  You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown!
Two-nights’ stay at the lovely Fountaingrove Inn, standard King Guest Room.  Includes breakfast and four free passes to the Charles Schulz Museum. 

Donated by Fountaingrove Inn and Schulz Museum 

Value:  $590

Item # 52: Rustic Retreat” 
One week stay Sept –June (July, August excluded) in a cozy, rustic log cabin at the Elk Point Country Club (gated community).  The cabin sleeps 6-8 (2 queen sofa beds downstairs) + 2 bedrooms upstairs and has 1 bathroom.  Enjoy the beautiful private beach just a short walk or drive from the cabin. The Stateline Casinos are less than 2 miles away.  Located at Lake Tahoe, Nevada, Round Hill, Elk Point.  Also included is a $50 gift certificate to the Chart House restaurant nearby which has beautiful sunset views over Lake Tahoe.  Chart House Restaurants are also located in Monterey, CA and throughout the US.

Donated by Bud and Jane Rotermund
Value:  $650
Item #53:  Local Getaway for Two

One weekend night stay for 2 includes free valet parking at Renaissance ClubSport Walnut Creek and a $25 gift certificate for Salvatore Ristorante.

Donated by Club Sport Renaissance and Salvatore Ristorante

Value:  $173

Item #54:  Wilbur Hot Springs, a Sanctuary for the Self… 

Located north of Calistoga near Clear Lake, this turn-of-the-century hotel sits on an 1800-acre nature preserve with natural mineral springs.  This is a true sanctuary for those who seek relaxation in a rustic setting of beauty and serenity.  Private accommodations for 2 for one night.  Reservations required, Monday through Thursday only. No holidays or holiday periods.  Please note that the expiration date is 9/11/2011. 

Donated by Wilbur Hot Springs  

Value: $223
Item #55:  Sleepless in Seattle


You won’t be sleepless in Seattle with a weekend stay for 4 at a lovely apartment located in downtown Seattle.  You will be within walking distance of the Pike Place Public Market, many fine restaurants, movie theatres and an upscale mall.  You’ll find all the amenities including two bedrooms, two bathrooms, a full kitchen and a balcony overlooking the beautiful downtown area and Puget Sound.  There is also secured underground parking.  Two nights arriving Friday after 5pm and departing by Sunday 12 noon.  Must be taken by September 11, 2011.

Donated by Miller, Kaplan, Arase & Co. LLP and Ken & Deborah Holmer. 

Value:  $600
Item #56:  Wine and Dine
Enjoy two bottles of wine, a Provenance Sauvignon Blanc and a Clos Pegase Merlot plus a $25 gift certificate to Flemings Restaurant.

Donated by Bud and Jane Rotermund

Value:  $75
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